Brief report on the 

BAY OF BISCAY-IBERIAN TASK TEAM (BIS-TT) Preliminary Meeting
The preliminary meeting for the formation of the Bay of Biscay-Iberian Task Team was held in the IEO laboratory atVigo (Spain) on February 25th and 26th 2004. It was attended by 23 participants from several French (IFREMER, METEO France, MERCATOR OCEAN) and Spanish (IEO, AZTI, Puertos del Estado, U. Cantabria, METEO Galicia and CCCMM) institutions, the EuroGGOS Director and an unofficial Portuguese representative (IMAR). 
The meeting aimed at:

1. building a new task team, the BIS-TT, involving the three bordering countries, on the basis of agencies concerned by operational oceanography activities.

2. planning future activities of the TT.

After an introduction to the meeting objectives by Philippe Marchand, there was a global presentation of EuroGOOS aims, principal topics of organization, MoU by Hans Dahlin, Director of EuroGOOS Secretariat. Afterwards a set o 15 presentations (most of them are available in a Cdrom) by representatives of the different attending agencies gave an overview of the existing activities, in the region, related to operational oceanography and  observing activities, as well as their potential applications and users.

It was decided to establish a common Strategic Plan, and shared the work in order to completely define the scope of the Plan in the following months and to draft a document according to the following outlines:

1.      Introduction.

2.      Oceanographic characteristics of the BIS Area.

3.      End users needs and specific targets.

4.      Existing Observation systems in the Area.

5.      The BIS System

5.1.   Observation needs and sea level data. ( remote sensing? )

5.2.   Modelling assimilation

5.3.   H A B

5.4.   Fisheries

5.5.   Accident/pollution

6.      Implementation

Participants agreed to held a next meeting in France. IFREMER proposed to welcome and organize the meeting in Brest (France) on December 13th-14th  .

As it has been mentioned there were not official Portuguese attendance. After a conversation of Gregorio Parrilla’s with Mario Ruivo (Chairman of the Portuguese Committee for IOC) during the EurOCEAN 2004 Conference and learning about the preparation for a more formal Portuguese involvement in GOOS, P. Marchand has interchange several messages with M. Ruivo who has shown the Portugal interest in attending the next BIS-TT meeting at Brest.

